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the musical essence of democracy so 
that he is now recognized as the father 
of American folk music and the true 
interpreter of the fundamental spirit of 
music.’’ 

Stephen Collins Foster. ‘‘Whereas 
Stephen Collins Foster symbolizes in 
his works the unity of mankind 
through music.’’ This is the unity of 
mankind through music, so says the 
House, the Senate, and the President, 
and a day in honor of Stephen Collins 
Foster. His works symbolize the unity 
of mankind. 

‘‘Resolved by the Senate,’’ these are 
the words. Do a little bit of research, 
and you can read it in its entirety. I 
have given you excerpts, but these are 
the words. ‘‘Resolved by the Senate 
and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress 
assembled: That the President of the 
United States is authorized to issue a 
proclamation designating January 13 of 
each year as Stephen Foster Memorial 
Day, and calling upon the people 
throughout the United States of Amer-
ica to observe such day with appro-
priate ceremonies, pilgrimages to his 
shrines, and musical programs fea-
turing his compositions.’’ I assume 
that would be minstrel shows. ‘‘Ap-
proved October 27, 1951.’’ 

b 1930 

I was alive when this was approved. I 
am the son of a segregated South. I 
know what racism looks like. I have 
seen the cross that the Klan burned in 
my yard. I know what it sounds like 
having been called these words. I know 
what it hurts like. I have been to some 
funerals. 

Now, my dear friends, my dear broth-
ers and sisters—and I say such because 
I am a student of Dr. King. I believe, as 
he proclaimed, that there really is but 
one race, and that is the human race. I 
believe that all persons were created 
equal from a base black, as Dr. King 
put it, to a treble white. He went on to 
say: 

Fleecy locks and black complexion 
Cannot forfeit nature’s claim; 
Skins may differ, but affection 
Dwells in White and Black the same. 

And, ‘‘Were I so tall as to reach the 
pole or grasp the ocean at a span, I 
must be measured by my soul. The 
mind is the standard of the man’’ and 
woman. 

I believe this. Because I believe it, I 
believe that we all have a responsi-
bility to eliminate this institutional-
ized racism emanating from the Cap-
itol of the United States of America, 
institutionalized by the Congress, 
signed into law by the President, insti-
tutionalized by the Senate Russell Of-
fice Building. 

I love my country. I sing the national 
anthem. There are some parts of it 
that we may want to address at some 
point, but I love my country. I say the 
Pledge of Allegiance. I love my coun-
try. It means something to me to have 
been born in the United States of 
America. I just want to make America 

the beautiful a more beautiful America 
for all Americans. 

I want every little Black baby to 
grow up in a world where we don’t have 
a self-proclaimed white supremacist 
honored with our tax dollars on a 
building built with our tax dollars. 
They deserve that. I would do it for 
any other subset of this society. I 
would stand up for you. 

When will we stand up against insti-
tutionalized racism emanating from 
the Capitol of the United States of 
America? 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

THE STRENGTH OF AMERICAN 
AGRICULTURE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2021, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Kansas (Mr. MANN) for 
30 minutes. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. MANN. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their marks and submit extra-
neous material on this Special Order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Kansas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. MANN. Mr. Speaker, I am hon-

ored to host this Special Order during 
National Agriculture Month on the 
strength of American agriculture. I am 
inspired by the American farmers, 
ranchers, and agricultural producers 
who feed, fuel, and clothe not only this 
country but the entire world. 

I grew up on a farm south of Quinter, 
Kansas, that my parents and brother 
still operate. Growing up there meant 
that I spent thousands of hours on a 
tractor working in fields and on horse-
back doctoring sick cattle in the fam-
ily feed yard. Those hours turned into 
love of country and lessons about the 
values of hard work, creativity, flexi-
bility, and putting others before our-
selves. 

My district, the Big First of Kansas, 
is home to more than 60,000 farms 
where farmers, ranchers, feedlot man-
agers, ethanol producers, ag lenders, 
and agribusiness owners ensure that 
America remains the most food-secure 
country in the world. 

As Congress becomes increasingly 
urban, the distance from farm to fork 
has never been greater, and since 
America’s national security depends in 
large part on our food security, we 
need strong voices for agriculture in 
this Congress, which is why I am hon-
ored to serve on the House Agriculture 
Committee and to host this Special 
Order tonight. 

If Congress is going to legislate effec-
tively on matters relating to agri-
culture, Congress must first under-
stand the agricultural perspective in 
America. There is something about 
being in the middle of the country 
where farmers pray for rain, parents 

drive 30 miles both ways just to take 
their kids to school, and communities 
shrink and grow with oil and gas prices 
that gives you a greater perspective. 

House Agriculture Committee Repub-
lican leader GT THOMPSON and I just 
returned from a trip to my district. 
While there, we saw an American 
heartland infused with both the inno-
vative energy that creates new ideas 
and the love of tradition that respects 
tried-and-true methods. We saw the 
USDA National Bio and Agro-Defense 
Facility that will take American agri-
culture into the future, and we met 
with the family who owns and operates 
Brookover Feed Yards, one of the first 
feedlots in Kansas. We also saw oil pro-
duction, ag lending, ethanol produc-
tion, wheat innovation, and the next 
generation of leaders in food and agri-
culture at Kansas State University. 

I look forward to celebrating the cul-
mination of National Agriculture 
Month with my colleagues here tonight 
as we celebrate the force, passion, and 
strength of American agriculture. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON), a 
descendant of dairy farmers, a cham-
pion of rural development, my friend 
who joined me just last week on an ag-
riculture tour of my district in Kansas, 
and the Republican leader of the House 
Agriculture Committee. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I thank Congressman 
MANN for yielding and for hosting this 
Special Order tonight on an industry 
that I believe is the most important in-
dustry in America. It is the industry 
that impacts and touches the lives of 
American families more times in a 
given day than any other. It is not just 
the food. It is the fiber; it is the build-
ing materials; it is the energy re-
sources; it is the economy. 

I am honored to be here. I am proud 
to be the Republican leader of the 
House Agriculture Committee, where 
we celebrate the contributions of 
American farmers, ranchers, producers, 
and foresters all year long. 

Farm country is no stranger to strug-
gle, and the past couple of years have 
been a punch to the gut. Between a 
global pandemic, historic fires and 
floods, wind events, and a President 
who is waging a never-ending war on 
agriculture, times have been particu-
larly tough. 

The supply chain crisis paired with 
skyrocketing inflation is kicking our 
farm families while they are down— 
folks who buy retail, sell wholesale, 
and pay shipping each way; the men 
and women who work around the clock 
to provide us with a safe and reliable 
food supply. 

But rural America is tough; rural 
America is resilient; and rural America 
is the backbone of this Nation. 

I am grateful to Congressman MANN 
for being on our farm team, as well as 
all the other agriculture advocates who 
will be speaking this evening. 

Before I go, I specifically recognize 
Pennsylvania’s contribution to agri-
culture, which is the Commonwealth’s 
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number one industry. One out of every 
seven jobs is directly or indirectly re-
lated to agriculture: 59,000 farms; 
280,500 direct jobs; and more than $135 
billion in revenue, or about 18 percent 
of Pennsylvania’s economy. Agri-
culture’s impact in the Keystone State 
is undeniable. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank the families, 
the men and women who work 24/7, 365 
days a year to feed, to clothe, and to 
fuel this great Nation. Once again, 
thanks to Congressman MANN for lead-
ing this important Special Order. 

Mr. MANN. Mr. Speaker, I thank Mr. 
THOMPSON for being here tonight and 
sharing with us thoughts about Penn-
sylvania agriculture. It is very impor-
tant to this country. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Washington (Mr. NEWHOUSE), who 
is a third-generation family farmer and 
good friend. I always appreciate his 
perspectives of Washington State agri-
culture and what he brings to this 
body. 

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank Mr. MANN for his leadership and 
also for hosting us tonight on this spe-
cial occasion to talk about American 
agriculture. 

I am truly proud to stand with my 
colleagues to talk about something 
that affects and impacts every single 
person not only in this room but listen-
ing tonight: the American agriculture 
industry. 

In central Washington, where I am 
from, I know our industry is made up 
of honest, hardworking, freedom-loving 
Americans that provide food and fiber 
for this Nation. My community is 
home to some of the most dedicated, 
innovative agricultural producers in 
the entire country. 

Washington farmers and ranchers 
produce over 300 different commodities, 
including high-quality hay, wheat, 
beef, dairy, wine grapes, hops—which I 
raise—potatoes, cherries, mint, and, of 
course, Washington’s iconic apples. 

Blessed with the conditions to 
produce such a diverse range of crops, 
central Washington is proud to share 
its natural abundance to help feed the 
country and feed the world. Those of us 
who live there have a deep appreciation 
for our Nation’s farmers and recognize 
how important it is that we have a 
strong domestic agricultural sector. 

But lately, unfortunately, the Presi-
dent and his far-left Democrats are so 
focused on radically altering the coun-
try with their trillion-dollar spending 
proposals, they are blind to the im-
pacts their own policies are already 
having on Americans across the coun-
try. The cost of living is at a 40-year 
high and still going up. Now, they are 
looking to raise taxes again on small 
businesses, on family farms. 

As a lifetime farmer and former di-
rector of the Department of Agri-
culture for the State of Washington 
and current chairman of the Congres-
sional Western Caucus, I understand 
the vested interests that we all share 
in supporting our agricultural pro-

ducers. I am proud to join my House 
Republican colleagues in advocating 
against burdensome regulations that 
impact rural communities and for real 
solutions, not just empty promises, to 
help our farmers and our ranchers, our 
farmworkers, and all Americans, who 
deserve a strong food supply chain. 

I introduced the first serious agricul-
tural labor reform bill to pass the 
House in over 30 years, the Farm Work-
force Modernization Act, to ensure 
that those who wish to come to our 
country, abide by our laws, and con-
tribute to our farms, ranches, and local 
communities are able to do so. 

I, along with my Republican col-
leagues, am leading efforts to stop our 
foreign adversaries, such as Communist 
China, from gobbling up American 
farmland and taking control of our 
food supply chain. 

I am protecting our hydroelectric 
dams in the Northwest that provide ir-
rigation water, baseload power for cen-
tral Washington and beyond, and serve 
as a sustainable and efficient way to 
transport our Nation’s crops. The Co-
lumbia River barges carry more than 50 
percent of U.S. wheat destined for ex-
port, and barging on the Columbia and 
Snake Rivers system keeps—get this— 
700,000 semitrucks off the roads and 
their emissions out of the air each and 
every year. 

I am leading the entire Congressional 
Western Caucus in fighting against this 
administration’s efforts to revive the 
single-most overreaching Federal regu-
latory action in history. It is called the 
waters of the United States rule, or the 
WOTUS rule. This dangerous policy 
empowers Federal bureaucrats to place 
every single body of water—every 
ditch, every puddle, every stream— 
under Federal regulation. As a result, 
the livelihoods of our farmers and rural 
communities across the Nation—not 
just in Washington; all over the coun-
try—are at stake. 

While it is clear to me, just as I know 
it is clear to my constituents, Presi-
dent Biden and Democrats are failing 
to display the leadership America 
needs and deserves, there is a silver lin-
ing here. American agriculture is 
strong. We have overcome far worse, 
and we will not let these radical poli-
cies hold us back from the job of feed-
ing this Nation. 

I call on the administration to take a 
good long look at how their policies are 
harming us here in central Washington 
and in rural communities across the 
country and take immediate steps to 
reverse them. We deserve far better. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Mr. MANN for 
helping recognize the importance of 
American agriculture, and I appreciate 
his leadership. 

b 1945 
Mr. MANN. Mr. Speaker, I appreciate 

the gentleman. His leadership in agri-
culture, his leadership for the Western 
Caucus are very, very important, and I 
thank him for joining us tonight. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania (Mr. KELLER), a 

staunch defender of farmers in his dis-
trict and a fellow Congressional FFA 
Caucus member. 

Mr. KELLER. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
Congressman MANN for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, as National Agriculture 
Month comes to a close, I am reminded 
of a speech Paul Harvey delivered to 
the FFA in 1978. No truer words have 
ever been spoken about America’s 
farmers. 

Listening to the speech brings back 
memories of the days spent working 
with my stepdad on his farm. This is a 
tribute, again, to America’s farmers, 
the work they do. And when I read this 
speech, it reminds me, I can see my 
stepdad those days working. But it is a 
tribute to all of the farmers in our 
great country. 

So here are a few of the excerpts that 
I really like from this speech, and it 
goes like this. 

It begins: 
And on the 8th day, God looked down on 

his planned paradise, and said, ‘‘I need a 
caretaker.’’ 

So God made a farmer. 
God said, I need somebody who can shape 

an ax handle from a persimmon sprout, shoe 
a horse with a hunk of car tire, who can 
make a harness out of haywire, feed sacks 
and shoe scraps. Whose planting time and 
harvest season will finish his 40-hour week 
by Tuesday noon, and then pain’n from trac-
tor back, put in another 72 hours. 

So God made a farmer. 
It had to be somebody who’d plow deep and 

straight and not cut corners. Somebody to 
seed, weed, feed, breed, and rake and disc and 
plow and plant and tie the fleece and strain 
the milk and replenish the self-feeder and 
finish a hard week’s work with a 5-mile drive 
to church. 

Somebody who would bale a family to-
gether with the soft, strong bonds of sharing, 
who would laugh, and then sigh, and then 
reply, with smiling eyes, when his son says 
that he wants to spend his life doing what 
dad does. 

So God made a farmer. 
Thank you to America’s farmers. This is a 

tribute to the work that you do every day on 
behalf of not just the United States, but our 
world. 

Mr. MANN. Mr. Speaker, I thank the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania for join-
ing us tonight. And as you were read-
ing that, I thought about my family, 
my grandparents and many producers 
all over America that that describes. 
Thank you very much for sharing that. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentle-
woman from Illinois (Mrs. MILLER), 
who runs a grain and livestock farm 
with her husband and who has raised 
her children to be the 4th generation of 
farmers on her family farm in Illinois. 

Mrs. MILLER of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank Congressman MANN for 
hosting this Special Order. 

Mr. Speaker, at the conclusion of Na-
tional Agriculture Month, I would like 
to share how strongly I believe in the 
family farm as part of the American 
way of life. It has truly been a blessing 
to have our sons—who are the 4th gen-
eration—and their children—the 5th 
generation—working our land. 

I am proud to be an Illinois farmer 
and to represent the farmers’ needs in 
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Congress and on the Ag Committee. If 
Americans are hungry, really, what 
else matters? 

The agriculture industry keeps 
Americans and the world fed, fueled, 
and clothed. I am so thankful for the 
work that the ag industry does and for 
their contributions to the GDP and Il-
linois and across our Nation. 

America is on a dangerous path, los-
ing our self-sufficiency in farming, 
which is why I introduced a bill in Con-
gress to prevent China from buying up 
our farmland. Biden and the Democrats 
continue to push policies that promote 
Chinese-made batteries and solar pan-
els instead of American biofuels. 

National Agriculture Month is a 
great time to thank our farmers, 
ranchers, and agriculture professionals 
for their tireless work. 

Mr. MANN. Mr. Speaker, I thank the 
gentlewoman from Illinois for joining 
us tonight. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from California (Mr. VALADAO), who 
represents our Nation’s largest dairy 
district. He and his family operate a 
dairy farm; lives at the dairy. 

Mr. VALADAO. Mr. Speaker, this is a 
great honor to be able to speak about 
the great people that feed our country. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to represent 
the farmers that feed the world. With 
less than 1 percent of our Nation’s 
farmland, the Central Valley supplies a 
quarter of our Nation’s food. Our well- 
deserved reputation as America’s 
breadbasket comes from the help of na-
ture and a whole lot of hard work and 
skill from our farmers, ranchers, and 
producers. But without water, we can-
not grow our Nation’s food at all. 

Our Central Valley farming commu-
nity has endured drought conditions 
and low water allocations for years. At 
a time when even the President is 
warning about global food shortages, 
we need to be supporting our agri-
culture producers here at home. That 
includes making sure that the Central 
Valley has the water they need to con-
tinue providing food for the world. We 
must fix complex and contradictory 
laws, court decisions, and regulations, 
and improve water storage infrastruc-
ture to bring more water to the Valley. 

The livelihoods of my constituents 
and our global food supply depend on 
it. 

Mr. MANN. Mr. Speaker, I thank the 
gentleman for joining us tonight. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Texas (Mr. ELLZEY), the pride of 
Levelland, Texas, who farmed and 
ranched in the Texas Panhandle before 
he came to Congress. 

Mr. ELLZEY. Mr. Speaker, I come 
before the House of Representatives to 
bring attention to National Agri-
culture Month. And, of course, before I 
begin my prepared remarks, I want to 
talk about what we see going on in 
Ukraine and Russia. 

Ukraine is the breadbasket of that 
region. And 30 percent of all of the 
world’s grain, wheat, is produced in 
that region. And as we talk about this 

today, and in a few months we are 
going to be talking about it even more, 
about how the farms and ranches of the 
United States feed the entire world. 

Over the past couple of years our 
farmers have faced unprecedented ob-
stacles from COVID, COVID lockdowns, 
labor shortages, supply chain disrup-
tions, high fuel prices, and record-high 
fertilizer prices. But as always, they 
have overcome those challenges, and 
they have kept Americans and the 
world fed during a time of great uncer-
tainty. 

Each American farmer feeds more 
than 165 people. Texas leads the Nation 
in the number of farms and ranches, 
with 248,416 farms and ranches covering 
127 million acres. The ag industry is 
the pillar of a healthy and prosperous 
nation. And in the 6th Congressional 
District of Texas, we have a long his-
tory of farming and ranching. We are 
home to families like the Beeklys, the 
Patmans, the Buchholzes, the Borns, 
and the Dineens. 

Many of them have earned the title 
of a ‘‘Texas Century Farm’’ or Texas 
Century Ranch.’’ Those titles are only 
given to families that have served our 
country as farmers and ranchers for 
over 100 years. Families who get up be-
fore dawn to tend to crops and herd 
cattle. They are part of over 5,000 
farms and ranches in my district. 

So if you fed your family today, 
thank a farmer. Thank a rancher. And 
in Texas, thank a neighbor. 

Mr. MANN. Mr. Speaker, I thank the 
gentleman from Texas for joining us, 
and representing Texas in such a leg-
acy of agriculture in a great State. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank everyone who 
spoke today for helping Congress un-
derstand an agricultural perspective. 
As Dwight Eisenhower—who was from 
my State, from my district—said, 
Farming looks mighty easy when your 
plow is a pencil, and you are a thou-
sand miles away from a cornfield. 
Today, it felt like the Members who 
spoke on this floor brought the farm a 
little closer to Capitol Hill, and for 
that, I thank them. 

Congress uses the reauthorization of 
the farm bill every 5 years to deter-
mine the nature of our support for the 
men and women who feed, fuel, and 
clothe the world. America’s food secu-
rity is so important because it deter-
mines the strength of our national se-
curity. We will never be a secure coun-
try if we have to rely on other coun-
tries to feed ourselves. 

Because of the tenacity of the Amer-
ican farmer, we are the most food se-
cure country in the world, and I will do 
everything in my power to keep it that 
way. 

As Congress determines how we will 
support farmers, ranchers, and agricul-
tural producers in the 2023 farm bill, I 
encourage Members to imagine how 
different their lives would be without 
healthy American agriculture. From 
the food on our tables to the fuel in our 
cars to the fibers in our clothing to the 
roofs over our head, agriculture is all 

around us, and we tend to take it for 
granted. 

Well, it isn’t granted. It is gifted. 
Every day American farmers, ranchers, 
and agricultural producers give us the 
gift of our quality of life in this coun-
try. Our comforts come from the sweat 
of their brows. The least this Congress 
can do is support their efforts whole-
heartedly with a strong thoughtful 2023 
farm bill and related legislation. The 
future of America depends on it. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

RESCINDING TITLE 42 OF THE 
SOUTHERN BORDER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2021, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Texas (Mr. ROY) for 30 
minutes. 

Mr. ROY. Mr. Speaker, I thank my 
colleagues for coming down here and 
talking about the importance of farm-
ing in the United States. One of the 
things we are dealing with, obviously, 
and talked about, is some fertilizer 
shortages. I know that firsthand, see-
ing some of the farms in the district I 
represent, West Texas and so forth. 
And we have got a lot of issues we have 
got to address. 

And I just want to note, as a Texan— 
we had my fellow Texan down here just 
a little bit ago—that here we sit again. 
Here it is, March 31, in an empty 
Chamber again. It is the close of a 
quarter, a fiscal quarter. Members got 
their places to go, their dinners to go 
to. 

We just ran through a handful of 
votes today. No amendments. No de-
bates. 

Here is the people’s House in all its 
glory. No debate. No discussion. 

Did we have a single debate here in 
the people’s House about what is hap-
pening at our southern border today? 
Any discussion at all? 

Does the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives give a rat’s rear-end 
about South Texas or the rest of this 
country; about the ranchers that are 
dealing with a flood of people coming 
across our border, endangering them 
and their families? No, they don’t care. 
They don’t care at all. But I can tell 
you, we in Texas care. And the leader-
ship of this body better start caring 
soon. 

And let me just say something to all 
my fellow Republicans who just funded 
this government two weeks ago. Those 
of you who cut a deal, a deal with the 
devil, you are responsible for this, too. 
You funded this government. You fund-
ed the government that is allowing 
people to come across our border, that 
is empowering cartels, that is allowing 
migrants to get abused, that is causing 
ranchers to lose their livestock, ranch-
ers to be endangered, fentanyl to pour 
across our border. 

And now this administration has the 
gall to shut down Title 42 while Ameri-
cans are still wearing masks on air-
planes, while we still have men and 
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